
 

 

BIOSWITCH, THE PROJECT TO HELP BRAND OWNERS SWITCH 

TO BIO-BASED APPROACHES, KICKS OFF  
 

• SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS AND CTA ARE TWO OF THE PARTNERS OF 
BIOSWITCH, AN INITIATIVE THAT AIMS TO HELP BRAND OWNERS SWITCH 
TO BIO-BASED APPROACHES TO BOOST THE EU BIOECONOMY. 

• THE PROJECT WILL FOCUS ON FOUR VALUE CHAINS: AGRICULTURE, 
CHEMISTRY, FORESTRY AND FOOD, AND FOUR REGIONS WILL SERVE AS 
MODEL DEMOSTRATOR: ANDALUSIA (SPAIN), DENMARK, FINLAND AND 
FLANDERS (BELGIUM). 

 
Madrid, June 10, 2020; - SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS and Technological Corporation of Andalusia (CTA in its 
Spanish acronym) are two of the partners that form the consortium of BIOSWITCH, a new European project that 

officially kicked off yesterday, June 9, with an online meeting. This initiative, which counts with €1 million in 
funding and will last for 24 months, aims to help brand owners to switch to bio-based approaches and turn their 
products into bio. BIOSWITCH will focus on four value chains: agriculture, chemistry, forestry, and food, and four 
regions will serve as model demonstrators: Andalusia (Spain), Denmark, Finland, and Flanders (Belgium).   

 
BIOSWITCH will provide this support to brand owners through the organization of events and communication 
actions that will help to reduce the perceived risks. In addition, the project will develop a tool that will  allow to 

perform a self-assessment of the bio-maturity level of an entity, and it will assist brand owners through the entire 
process, advising and accompanying them. 
 
The main responsibilities of SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS in this project are to define and implement the 

communication strategy (corporate branding development, website, social media strategy, etc.), to coordinate 
the dissemination of BIOSWITCH, to elaborate capacity building materials, and to perform a market evaluation 
and prepare the exploitation plan for the tool that will be developed.  
 

“We are very glad to participate in BIOSWITCH, a project that will allow us to further develop our services to help 
companies become more sustainable”, said Jesús Serrano, Deputy General Manager at Sustainable Innovations. 
“BIOSWITCH adds up to other initiatives related to the bioeconomy we were already part of in collaboration with 

CTA, like ICT-BIOCHAIN, UrBIOfuture and MPOWERBIO. Thanks to all of them, we have become a leading 
consultancy company in Europe with a focus on enhancing sustainability.”  
 
CTA coordinates the work package aimed at replicating the project results at the European level. The main 

activities are the organization of regional workshops to promote  the knowledge transfer and the creation of a 
training program aimed at clusters, innovation agents and public administration. 
 
"This project will allow us to continue working for the deployment of the Andalusian bioeconomy and establish 

ourselves as a key player in the European bioeconomy map, elaborated by the European Commision and in which 
CTA has recently been included," said Gloria de la Viña, Biotechnology Technical Officer at CTA. 
 

A key sector to boost development  
 
The bioeconomy is a sector of utmost importance, since it generates a turnover of 2.3 trillion euros, and it 
represents 8.2% of the European workforce. BIOSWITCH focuses on brand owners because they are key to boost 

the bioeconomy. It is the brand owners who, through their decision to use or not bio-based products, accelerate 
the bio-based value chains and markets. However, brand owners are often reluctant to invest in adopting a more 



 

 

bio approach, due to the risks and uncertainties they perceive, as well as due to the lack of an adequate support 
from the innovation ecosystems. BIOSWITCH will help to mitigate the perceived risks and bring support to brand 

owners in the transition to a bio-based approach.   
 
About BIOSWITCH 

 
BIOSWITCH is an initiative funded by the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI JU) under the European 
Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme with a total budget of €1 million.  
 

The project is coordinated by the Finish entity Clic Innovation and formed by a multi -disciplinary consortium of 
eight partners from six different countries. The partners’ profiles include four industrial clusters: Clic Innovation, 
Corporación Tecnológica de Andalucía, Flanders’ FOOD and Food & Bio Cluster Denmark; two Research and 

Technological Organizations: Institute of Technology Tralee and VTT; and two SMEs: Biomass Technology Group 
and Sustainable Innovations. 
 
About SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS 

SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS is a Spanish consultancy company that provides innovative services to a wide range  
of sectors across Europe: bio-based industry, renewable energy, advanced materials, among others. The core  
competencies offered by SUSTAINABLE INNOVATIONS are structured in three main pillars which bridge the gap  
between ideas and market: Innovation Management, Market Uptake of Innovative Solutions, and C apacity 

Building. Our main value is the highly qualified and multi-cultural-disciplined talented team of engineers, 
environmentalists, communication experts, and business strategists that work with us. 
 

About CTA 
Technological Corporation of Andalusia (CTA) is a private foundation that was born from a public -private 
partnership. For almost 15 years, CTA has been supporting R&D activities through financing, mentoring and 
cooperation with main Andalusian stakeholders, emerging as a singular multi-sectorial, innovation cluster. More 

than 670 R&D business projects have been funded by CTA with more than €M168. Currently, CTA is owned by 
more than 160 companies, 70% of them SMEs, in 7 main European industrial priority sec tors: ICT, Aerospace and 
productive processes, Agrifood, Biotechnology, Building and civil engineering, Energy and Environment, and 
Leisure and Tourism. 


